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does not do to reason about. These points
settled, the questions which next most concerned
Wesley (they were the pivots of his future life)
were, how to be certain of God's love to all; and
in what way was one conscious of salvation ? As
to the first, Thomas a Kempis was too Calvinistic.
The idea that God had condemned some men
before birth to the everlasting bonfire was re-
pugnant to Wesley ; he had no taste for Tophet
flares. Yet, the question is a difficult one which
has puzzled the astutest theologians, - how re-
concile God's knowledge of everything, past,
present, and future, together with His omnipot-
ence, with man's free will ? Mrs. Wesley solved
the problem; it was beautifully simple. God
knows what will happen, but He does not cause
it to happen, any more than our knowledge that
the sun will rise to-morrow is the reason why it is
actually so punctual. So much for Thomas a
Kempis and the first problem : Jeremy Taylor
on the second was more than a little frightening.
One could not be sure that one's sins were for-
given, he said. What then ! Wesley cried, Is
grace so weak that its presence cannot be felt ?
fc Must men go about in perpetual fear and tremb-
ling ? " God deliver us from such a fearful
expectation as this !" Thus Wesley set out on
his search for a saving faith, the only solution ;
for justification by works is a Popish doctrine,
and therefore not to be considered by a good son
of the English Church, though, of course, works